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36 THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS. [Jaw. 10, 1852,

CHRISTMAS FESFIVAL OF TIE VINTRY WARD SCHOOLS.
of their old schoolfellows, to 8% themselves{ or belng, In like manner, good and
trustful sorvanis

Well, then, of thess former scholars, a eall was made for such girls ss, having
loft since June, 1850, had continued & year, or mearly so, in their places, when
thore siood forth three—the only thiee who, by length of abeencs, conld have
fnlfilled the conditions—to esch of whom was gresented a pocket of books, from that which is nanal i oar charity-schools, being of & moch higher charae-
Afverwards, (e oldest scholar in the ropm was summened ; npon whieh sdvanced,  ter, though at the same time slmpls and unpre.ending, and all in unison,
with firm and steady step, one declarirg borself to be 77—Mary Kignall, mother - - —
of the schoolmistress; and, no one putsing in s hicher claim, she carried off tha ==
book intended for such an one. A setond distribution of buns and cake now
came out, and was speedily exhansted. | The closing scens soou followed.

The whole was terminaied by singing snether carol, ** Omce in Royal
Divid's eity 1" and, a5 s farewell addiess to all, the laiter verses of the ome
with which the refoleings had been opeped— -

suy £~ all thi hallewed wasce,
Chearful marks the closing day.

At ten o'clock tho sad bour [ or parting arrived. Nolice was given to quit;
smd never wia such a notice muoch more relnetantly received.  Now for the first
moment did the looks of the chiliren betray something like grief—gdaf to
think that their hlssful, heppy evening was coma to ai énd, and that all mnst
Row separnte—oid and young—past scholars and prosent, rich ond peor, the

children of the one and the children of the olher ; master and servant, minister
and propls, and patiently, but not without that swoet remembrance of the foast
day, wait the coming of anotber Christmas.

f\(u cannot conclude without giving our hearty nasent to & remark which was
dropped by eme of the strangers pressnt—that the singing was very different
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