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Some Short Notes on the Swedes and Their
Antiquarian Past

Sweden soon realized that their country had sud-
denly become a "major power" as a result of her
involvment in European politics and her participa-
tion in the Thirty Years” War. Many a common
soldier carried a field-marshal s baton in his
knapsack. By pillaging castles, churches, mona-
steries and convents it was possible to acquire
coveted status symbols to ornament newly erec-
ted-palatial edifices at home.

In spite of all this, in the eyes of foreigners Swe-
den was still a barbarous little country cut off
from the rest of Europe and totally devoid of his-
torical grandeur. The problem of the country’s
seemingly insignificant origin was solved quickly
and effectively by the celebrated scholar Olaus
Rudbeck, who proved that the Garden of Eden must
have been situated in Sweden and that Adam and
Eve were, in fact, Swedes.

In 1630 the country could boast of the world~s first
Custodian of National Antiquities, who immediate-
ly addressed himself to the task of cataloguing
rune stones and "coronation stones".

The Board of Antiquities was founded in 1666.
This corporate body was the predecessor of the
present Central Office of National Antiquities.
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This pamphlet has been produced by the The Jokkmokks Museum, 20 km north
Educational Section of the Stockholm City of the Arctic Circle, specializes in the
Museum in collaboration with the Travel- folklore of the Lapps.

ling Exhibitions Organization. The fact-
sheet on Sweden is a gift from the Swe-
dish Institute. Translation by Isaac
tin, B.A.

/P. von Horn/ -
Head of Education
Stockholm City Museum
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