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© (10.61—Ay)

(10.58—Ay)
PRIMITIVE FARMING

The islands have a population of about two hun-
dred thousand inhabitants, most of them Portuguese,
The chief crop is corn and they raise it and grind
it just as their great-great-great-grand fathers did.
They plough with a board slightly shod with iron ;
their trifling little harrows are drawn by men and
women; small windmills grind the corn, ten bushels
(boisseaux) a day and there is one assistant superin-
tendant to feed the mill and a general superintendent
to stand by and keep him from going to sleep. Oxen
tread the wheat from the ear, after the fashion pre-
valent in the time of Mathuselah...

There is not a wheelbarrow in the land : they
carry everything on their heads or on donkeys, or

(Grenoble)

(10.59—Ay) . GAS-LIGHT (Grenoble)

At the beginning of the present century there
came an invention which quite outshone lanterns,
lamps and torches. There came a new light, brighter
than any that had yet been seen, which burned
without any wick (méche) and never required being
euuffed (moucher). Neither did the new lamps re-
quire being cleaned. This was the light of gas.

The first gas-lights invented themselves. The most
remarkable was that in the colliery at Whitehaven in
Cumberland. While the miners were at work, a rush
of strange-smelling air came past their candle, and
burst into a jovial flame. It flamed away in such
style that the miners were frightened and ran off.
But a'though the flame was six feet high and three

L]

(10.60—Ay) A MONKEY CITY (Poitiers)

The monkeys called the place their city, and
pretended to despise the Jungle-People. And they
never knew what the buildings were made for nor
how to use them. They would sit in circles on the
hall of the King's council chamber and scratch for
fleas and pretend to be men; or they would run in
and out of the roofless houses and collect pieces of
plaster and old bricks in a corner, and forget where
they had hidden them, and fight and cry in scuffling
(fighting) crowds, and then break off to play up and
down the terraces of the King’s garden, where they

THE STAGE-COACH (Grenoble)

In the course of a December tour in Yorkshire, [
rode for a long distance in one of the public coaches,
on the day preceding Christmas. The coach was
crowded, both inside and- out, with passengers who,
by their talk, seemed principally bound (on their

way)~to.the mansions of relations or friends, to eat .

“the Chtistmas dinner.

i ,‘ T had thre Qyne rosy-cheeked boys for my fellow-
/' passengers; ﬁw_ ) _
gt days, and promising themselves a world of enjoyment.

were returning home for the holi-

They -were full p

f anticipations about the meeting
with the family .and household, down to the very

'I";' . cat and dog; but the meeting to which they seemed
. tolock forh
- with Eahtgm. which I found to be a pony. How he

ard with the greatest impatience was

M ™

in a wicker-bodied cart, whose whesls are solid
blocks of wood and whose axle turns with the
wheel. There is not a modern plough in the islands,
or a threshing-machine : all attemps to introduce
them have failed. (Mark Twain).

EPREUVE A. 1. Write in the plural : a passer-
by; — a fox and an ox; — a father-in-law; a
grown-up; and in the feminine : the posimaster;
the doctor and his son; the landlord and his uncle;
— your husband’s nephew. * 2, Who is the sister-
in-law of a girl ? the step-mother of a boy 2 * 3.
Describe an old windmill; what was it used for ?
how did it work ? what other kinds of mills do you
know 3 * 4 What cereals do you know ? What
are their different uses ?

EPREUVE B. — Version, puis questions | et 4.

feet broad, it burned in so orderly a manner that
they took courage and flapped it (souffler) with
their hats; then it went out. But though it went out,
it lighted again whenever the candle came.

EPREUVE A. — 1. Turn into the present the
passage : ‘While the miners....and ran off. * 2.
Write again, using compound adjectives : a girl with
a flat nose; a flower which smells sweet; a I:oy who
is sick at sea; a man who works hard; an animal
with four feet. * 3. Compare candle-light, gas-light
and electric-light; advantages of each of them ?
* 4 Relate what happened in your family when,
one evening, the light was suddenly put out by a
storm. (about 15 lines).

EPREUVE B. — Version, puis questions | ot 4.

would shake the rose-trees and the oranges in sport
to see the fruit and flowers fall ~  (R. Kipling).

EPREUVE A. — 1. What is the meaning of would
in the text ? Build two sentences illustrating two
other uses of would. * 2. Turn the whole passage
into the present. * 3. What sort of a town is the
one described in the text ? Can you imagine how it
came to be deserted by men and inhabited by
monkeys ? * 4. Say all you know about monkeys
(small ones and big ones). Are they useful, or
useless, or harmful animals ?

EPREUVE B. — Version, puis questions | et 4.

could trot | how he could run ! and then such leaps
as he could take ! there was not a hedge in the
whole country that he could not clear !

(W. Irving).
Notes : to look forward to :

to expect with
pleasure ;such leaps as : the leaps which.

EPREUVE A. — 1. Turn into English : Comme
ce cheval court vite !- Quels bonds il fait !- Com-
me il franchit bien ce mur ! * 2. Explain in En-
glish : a rosy-cheeked boy; a fellow-passenger; a
horse-race; a race-horse. * 3. Comment upon the
two different uses of the word « very » (give exam-
ples). * 4. What is your preferred way of travel-
ling. Why ? Would you have preferred to travel in
the old days ?» Why, or why not ?

EPREUVE B. — Version, puis questions | et 4.
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